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LYMPHOCYTOSIS

ÅOften the first indication of a possible

underlying condition

ÅMore frequently encountered because of a 

progressingly increasing use of routine 

blood tests

ÅMore relevant today in view of the median

life expectancy of the populations

ÅNecessity of an accurate diagnostic work-

up 



CHRONIC LYMPHOCYTIC LEUKEMIA

ÅMost frequent leukemia in Western countries (30% 

of all leukemias vs 2-5% in Asian countries)

ÅConventionally with a lymphocytosis >4-5000/mm3

ÅMedian age at diagnosis: c65 yrs 

ÅM/F ratio 1.5:1

ÅFamilial cases (4-5% first-degree relatives?)

ÅDiagnosis usually made in asymptomatic individuals

ÅLymphadenopathy, splenomegaly, infections

ÅImmune disturbances        hypogammaglobulinemia 
(20 - 40%), AIHA (10 - 20%), T and NK cell defects



CLL: CHANGES OVER THE YEARS

üIncreased prevalence due to extended life expectancy 

and broader use of routine blood tests

üAnagraphic & biologic age          who is old 

nowadays? Performance assessment

üIncreasingly diagnosed in younger individuals            

c20% of patients under 55 yrs

üIdentification of biologic features of prognostic 

relevance

üBroad therapeutic armamentarium

üConcept of living (and working) with leukemia

quality of life and life expectations
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